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Introducing COFT’s Staff and New Programs

appointed by the Board as the Execu-
tive Director. His fire service career
began in 1976 with the Oklahoma City
Fire Department. He worked upward in
rank from Firefighter to Major (training
officer) and retired after 25 1/2yrs as
a Deputy Major in the Administration
Divisions of the de-
partment in 2002.
While serving on
the fire depart-
ment he obtained
his firefighter I
and II certification,
First Responder,
IFSAC training
instructor I and II
and certified OSU-
FST Arson Fire
Cause and Deter-
mination. Charlie
committed much
of his time helping other organizations
with their task to help firefighters and
to promote the fire service. He served
as President of the Oklahoma City
Firefighter’s Association for 16 yrs, the
Oklahoma State Firefighter’s Associa-
tion Board for 5yrs (President in 2000),
and Professional Firefighter’s Asso-
ciation for 2 yrs. His affiliation with
Oklahoma State Government started
from High School to now working with
Government agencies. He worked for
the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority,
the Oklahoma Tax Commission as an
auditor, served on the Board with the
Oklahoma Firefighter’s Pension Board
(chairman in 2000), and appointed by
the Governor to the Oklahoma Fire
Commission.

James Reynolds is the Adminis-
trative Assistant for Council on Fire-
fighter Training. James retired as Chief
of training for the Oklahoma City Fire
Department in 2003 after 27 yrs of
service. Since then he has served on
the Public Safety Capital Projects office
for Oklahoma City, where he gained
considerable background in project
management, implementing informa-
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tion systems, and using Geographical
Information Systems (GIS). In 2005 he
completed his Master’s Degree pro-
gram from OU. James has been helping
to get COFT ready for the coming year
by establishing a firm foundation in
computer technology. This capability is
one of the ways that COFT will remain
responsive and tuned in to our custom-
er’s needs.

Cheryl Lumry is the Office Man-
ager for the Council on Firefighter
Training. She is married to Steve Lumry,
a Battalion Chief on the Oklahoma
City Fire Department so she has been
around the fire service for 23yrs. She
also has two brothers and a brother-in-
law who are also firefighters. Cheryl
has served on the Oklahoma State Fire-
fighter’s Women'’s Auxiliary board for
4 yrs and was the
President on the
Women’'s Auxil-
iary board in 2008
and is currently
serving as the Past
President on the
board. She was
also the President
for the Oklahoma
City Firefighter’s
Local 157 Ladies
Auxiliary for
several years.
Cheryl has joined
COFT with previously having 24 yrs of
experience as a supervisor. She is very
excited about working with COFT and
helping the volunteer firefighters obtain
their tax incentives and to be able to
contribute to the future of COFT and its
success.

Shane Jamshidi is currently a
Japanese/international area studies
student at the University of Okla-
homa (lucky for him, he only has one
semester left!). Naive to the world of
volunteer firefighters and training, he
began work at COFT in the summer of
2007 doing data entry. Since he began
work at COFT, Shane’s naiveté has been
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COFT RTA'S PHONE NUMBERS

Southwest

Gary Dees

Cell — 580-704-0019
Home — 580-439-6919

Northwest

Greg Harmon

cell - 580-227-7028
Home — 580-227-4012

Southeast
Randy Janoe
cell — 580-271-2170

replaced with a newfound understand-
ing and respect for volunteer firefight-
ers and all they do. While he likes to
think the office would collapse without
his meticulousness, he (sometimes)
acknowledges that, in reality, COFT

has given him more than he could ever
repay. He continues to do data-process-
ing and clerical work.

Matt Wieland is a form processing
specialist. He has a thorough back-
ground in Paramedics, Computers, and
is very knowledgeable about the tax
incentive program.

Jessie Hilderbrand has been a
data entry clerk for the Council on Fire-
fighter Training
since February of
2007. She is cur-
rently a Literature
major at Oklaho-
ma City Commu-
nity College and
intends to pursue
a Bachelors degree
in Women'’s Stud-

ies at OU.

Jessie Hilderbrand, Patrick

Data Processing Porche has
worked for COFT

for two years and is currently a student
at OU and majoring in German lan-
guage skills. He is very knowledgeable
in the procedures in the office and the
tax incentive program. He also served

ATTENTION

The 2008 Tax incentive forms
are hot off the press and ready
to be handed out. Please call the
COFT office at (405) 601-8862
and we will be glad to
mail the forms to you.
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Northeast

Bobby Tallchief -
Cell-918-440-0190
Home-918-534-1319
Work-918-337-5308

Central
Jim Bryen
cell — 405-426-5925

in the United States Marine Corps.

Daily operations are handled by our
management team which reports to the
COFT Council. The council is composed of
wide representation, including:

Paul Gallahar ( Co-Chair), Tulsa
Fire Department, representing the State
Fire Marshals Commission.

Mike Bower (Co-Chair), Midwest
City Fire Department/ Emergency
Manager, representing the Director
of the Oklahoma Office of Homeland
Security.

James Blocker, Oklahoma City
Fire Department, representing the
Emergency Medical Services Division
at the Oklahoma State Department of
Health.

Dale Brooks, Broken Arrow Fire
Department, representing the Okla-
homa Fire Chiefs Association.

Paul Franetovich, Bethel Acres
Volunteer Fire Department, represent-
ing the Rural Fire Coordinators.

Richard Kelley, Oklahoma City
Fire Department, representing the Pro-
fessional Firefighters of Oklahoma.

David Thompson, Slaughterville
Volunteer Fire
Department,
representing the
Oklahoma State
Firefighters As-
sociation.

The last two
council member
positions involve
training providers
which serve as ex-
officio members:

Ralph
Brown, Director
of Oklahoma State University — Fire
Service Training or designee

Chris Neal, Director of Interna-
tional Fire Service Training Associa-
tion at Oklahoma State University or
designee.

While the statue does not encom-
pass the Oklahoma Career Technology
Centers who also provide training,
Justin Smedley, Director of Economic
Development from the Oklahoma De-
partment of Career Technology or des-
ignee regularly attends COFT meetings
to participate in a non-voting capacity.
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